University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

6-12-1990

Korean War Most Influential in U.S. History,
According to UD History Professor on Eve of War's
40th Anniversary

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"Korean War Most Influential in U.S. History, According to UD History Professor on Eve of War's 40th Anniversary" (1990). News
Releases. 7116.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/7116

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

Story ideas for print and broadcast media

June 12, 1990
KOREAN WAR MOST INFLUENTIAL IN U.S. HISTORY,
ACCORDING TO UD HISTORY PROFESSOR ON EVE OF WAR'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY

June 25 marks the 40th anniversary of the start of the Korean War-a war that forever changed the direction of u.s. foreign policy,
according to T.C. Rhee, a University of Dayton military historian and
Korea native.
Shortly after the Korean War began, Rhee says the u.s. initiated a
foreign policy that supported any anti-Communist government. It
didn't seem to matter that many of these governments, like south
Korea, were led by dictators, he says.
"The Cold War and Korea made the American government cynical and
paranoid. The u.s. seemed to forget its own founding principles," he
says. "The Korean War absolutely distorted America's sense of
values. At the time of the Korean War, the United states felt it was
accomplishing its goal of containing Communism. The u.s. considered
it necessary to discourage Communism in other parts of Asia through
military action in Korea."
During this time, the u.s. began stockpiling weapons and
accumulating a multi-billion-dollar-a-year defense budget. "Up to
that point, the amount spent on defense was relatively insignificant," Rhee says. "Today, after 40 years of this mentality, the
United States has a huge defense budget at the expense of foreign
trade. Production and export of American goods have never fully
recovered."
It was also during this time that right-wing politicians became
very popular. Contends Rhee: "Without all the hype over the Cold
War, someone like Nixon would never have become president.
"In some ways," Rhee adds, "the Korean War has been the most
influential in u.s. history because it completely changed the course
of our nation."
For media interviews, contact T.C. Rhee at (513) 229-3046 or
433-8397.
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